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Mine. Lucca's great reputation, acquired in Eu¬

rope, has been fully endorsed by the American
pobttc. Her transcendent genius has made her at
.nee a general favorite here. The maps of the
Mew York aiUtlantl and the whole enlightened,
straightforward, artistic part of the press have
rigned the European verdict. If one discordant
¦ote in an orchestra makes itself heard on ac¬
count of the incapacity of tne tiddler, or because
he has taken into his head to single himself out
fey his unartlstlc, uneducated manner, that cannot
dMurb the harmony and distinguished value of
the whule band as a body or of the score as a work
of art, no more than a s'atue could be depreciated
because two street boys threw mud on It; that
disgraces the low boys and not the work of art.
"Mil <ter DummfwU K&mftf&n Gutter selOst verge-
Oen*," says Schiller. When Stanley found Living¬
stone were there not among the numberless ad¬
mirers one or two dissentient voices throw¬
ing their vcuonious doubt on the greatest
enterprise of modern journalism f Did not
Hero^trat burn the temple of Diana at Ephesus
to obtain some notoriety any how, and is it not a
natter of dully occurrence that any respectable
nan may be attacked at night from very unartlstlc
Motives? The question simply is whether in a
.ivlttzed country the proper authority is not strong
enough to take care of and handcuff these way¬
laying gentlemen, who say, of courso, that they
vast live, like that mdlfVerenl painter who wiBhed
to sell a bad picture to the Duke of Richelieu for
1,M0 francs, which the Duke, of course, refused to.
pay lor such mediocre work. "Why," said the
painter, "I must live." "I don't sec the neces-

Blty," replied the Duke, quietly; and that is all we
have to say to the author of such unworthy, ut¬
terly indifferent work of criticism. He belongs lo
that Incurable class or gossips of whom Ovid says
Ytat even-

Bub aqna, sub miua malciticcre tcntant.
It would be barely worth while even to mention

efforts an Impotent, as they are outrageous ;
bat the worst of it is that an otherwise very de¬
serving artist is dragged into the row, got up
seemingly in her interest, and whether conscious
.r It or not
She has, with certain people, to bear the brnnt of

.he responsibility, and it would not be ut ail aston-
tohing that the demon." tra*.ion of the pnblic to
avoid going to the Academy whenever that clever
artist sings alone would ilnd no other explanation
than tliit.
Lord, save me from my friends, is an o'd adage.
Mine. Lucca, who simply by the power of her

genius, without intriguing or other eilorls than
.hose legitimate means ut the disposal of first,-class
trtists, has taken the New York public, by storm at
.nee, and keeping Arm hold on them, has certainly
made her first and nuts' decided mark as Mar¬
guerite la Gounod's "Faust.''
Her success was striking, crushing, the supe¬

riority of her performance was universally ad¬
mitted; but comparisons, which it was but natural
to expect, were at once established.
Having seen every Marguerite of some note siuce

the opera of Counod has first been brought ont in
the ThClltre Lyriqne In Paris, . I may perhaps be
allowed to Fay a word or two on the subject. Four
Marguerites stand out of the bulk of performers of
this part; lour Marguerites of d.rt'crent nationali¬
ses.
When "Faust" was first to he given no one be¬

lieved in its success so firmly as Car\alho, then

2*32V.th.oT,W '<vnqao,aud the husband
I?;.,, trench singer then jiving, uounod
hlmsCif was not absolutely confldent, and he toul

?ft1*' "Operas are not born like men, brains
first, but the feet jirsr. y0u will see the march in

flr-t wmlti.aia!iZ", ,he chor,m'!H t',k0 th0 Public at
_

that last long cuuu^h to Rive the whole

th?.n tu 1,0 appreciated y» uttle did Oounod
then dream wh"ti he sold the copyright 01 the
score in Knglund to Messrs. Chuppell, ol L ndon
lor sixty pounds, ot the immens po ularlty which
the work, played at both op.iru houses at tar s luie
would bring.

ac,juire' an" Ule fortu»c which it

CurvaUio is the first great Marguerite to
be mentioned. 'a ju metise,'' a* 'ionuod calls her

hMrIft12hV<»p,at oue °r ,he Um orchestral re-

^U8i i 'vhCM Madame Carvalbo was at
the top of tlie ladder and Coutiod was not yet the
celebrated muu he Is to-day, he took the liberty of
making an observation on Madame Carvaiho's co'd
acting when. to his amazement the hot-heaied lady

i \? written part of Marguerite, which she

i^!u1.'!,.IOir 1aP"' a!':' throwing It at (ieunod's feet
'aimed, Jm vla votre sale muxique (there

Jtn?.iy«jr dirl,,ram:c)' and on" she went. Nothing
canldstay the ire o the excited goddess, and there
was an end on that day ol all rehearsing. The
haughtiness of singers was always the despair of
composers.from .Vozart to Meyerbeer, ironi Mev-
erbcer to our days.

J

«eri7.eV.?n' S"rv*Ul0 took the part of Mar-
Oerite up with all the power of her admirable
method, and the last.nir Impression which her

v®',oe ?n<,,..hcr unapproachable vocalization
madi;, the facility with which she overcomes the

'i1.1?ty.weU to be distinguished from
Jacillty with which natural and not suffl-

ciently trained singers rii,k a ditllcult task, and
after succeeding iu some sadly fail on others.her
periormance, equally atomgut! in her style ami the
timbre of her voice, will never be iorgottcn i>y
those who have heard her sing tliis part, in appear-

S2n?«8«mffri*'Ln' an? in realltv 80 covered with dir.
,sl!,iUIK,> to *ay> Madame Carvaiho's into¬

nation was always a tritle sharp.nu accident which
so o:ten bapneus to otherwise excellent sincere.
whereas only Indifferent singers s.ng too flat Mid-

moreover, was tar behind the

effect
° 8illKlu?' an,J marred the general

"¦*£»? Adelina Pattl is the second Marguerite
who created a great sensation as Marguerite. Th»
fail ui! Ary hiheffer painte<l Maiguerite witn
(air ban was taken us a lOrulitio nine (/tin non t>v
many singers, and Adelina Pattl, like Madame Car¬
vaiho, wore a fuir wijr when shu sun^ Marguerite in

iw <,ur(lt;n- 't WJH rat her funuv to see Her on
two consecutive Thursdays is a lair Marguerite
and on the third Thursday.t! e one bil¬
lowing the Monday on which Micca made
5,®/... . lLc afl Martuerito.with her natural
ict-black hair, behold .Mile. Pattl came out, black-
hnired too. It Is not necessary to say that the ex<
traordinary, brilliant, sympathetic voice oi Ad -iina
Patti; her astounding execution, though, perhaps
not so correct and irreproachable as Madame < ar-
vailio s; the intellect and charm ofber performance
distinguished lier Marguerite froni the crowd oi"
fanif' I »>Ke!i8' t,10U»'1 lt "lust "0 admitted that *ite
locked tenderness in the garden scene, passion
and dramat c power in the church sc-Mie, and that
tnciiet of grand, ur which puts a performance of a
singe; beyond the level attainable by any other even

a very accomplished sin.'cr. Adelina l'atti was and
lri,a!;» ffmain"' a Prodigy child: she will always
trip on the stage with two hundred little steps*
her conecption will always be clever, graceful and
charming as long as it remains within a frame
which does not require greatness. Her esplfiqierfe

'1® "Barh,er de Seville," "Kiizir d'Amore" and
similar operas is perfectly enchanting, Great dra¬
matic parts are beyond her reach, and since she

k°. t*kG t0 i Ti preference to all

2h . k ?
wan

i ! trrandeur has become patent,
tthe has stri'ined her medium, fatigued her upper

V, tl,c ®nce so P"re intonutlon has rniii h
suffeied troin the injudicious proceeding.
Nilsson is the third lainous singer wlio undertook

to sing Marguerite, but never iu Europe could she
make anything like a decided lilt with if. I appeal
to those who have seen her in Her Majesty's Thea-
wa-tT.'r"!8"0 Per,or,l,et' t&d part for the tirst time.

.
wafl n," .al1 1,11 f * failure, though it

was peiiectiy wonderful to see how conscientiously
iip'r n»rfi heart the judicious remarks made on

mentnn »h2ftcn< e ai.'' °T ffre*1 wafi u,e improve-
in* nt on the second evening.

Nilsson owes the first foundation or her
eelebrlty to the unn-ually high notes of her flexi-

Se sKv'ol!?f ",1U- Voke- "hlch. Uke
ouiei Hweilish voices, has something utranu'e In the
tmPire which cannot lall to Impress the hearer
Hhe gradually torined and worked triat voice under
the guidance of \\ artel (not VV'achtel) to what lt
hax become ; but notwithstanding certain carefully
developed specialties.like extraordinary sta!>
catas, shakes, a-c..she lacks the greatness of con-

Iu-ca'i' M«r<*irii'. rf/,1Rl10 .
MUPerlorlty Which made

Lu.ca s Marguerite so immense a success in Rus¬
sia, Oermaty, Kngland r.iul America,

It has been asked here by Nllsson's numerous
friends whether hor ladylike, fjuiet dei.ieanor as
Muigoerite is not more moral and preferable t-> the

Lacca
D though simple-minded Mprgucnto of

lHi^5W*on,ctil»ti'»t thc revcrse is the case.

In ft "'?1,!' mo,i"' "r- ,f w,> m,mt P"' '«¦ exactly
Li^ rua' not " P'rl rather p; ail Httenu-

H noor wr '? U''"' y' lf "l»e Is (as (Joethe :n»de her)
iio ..ne' to creature, having hard to work,
any ^due mnn MF notice oi ber. without j
?c efirr«h ?! ?!?: rp"*'ons or otherwise, tor going
ens i/ririeinin' i

tt °us habit, and not a reilgi-
«Ser?w? P ?,ii L"^ rr such a girl, neglected and

nfcssionatB ^«.Vi,pr^c,P1.ed' inexperienced and

nSnranVoV « 1".lm,H0,ne vonn* man, nnd

bim s she mil fiull ? '""uence tails in love with

to if'rlef than i eoiVi i.. i!° excused If she comes

ba-i no other reason 'to piea< than
' n\'r 0 ^ ' r

Impression of trinkets she recpivJL!^ m '.Utife;
flr "t'lcfv e'lind ' sa'tanlp0 , 'inupaHHi0"ate inmlenee "of

tumoral «r um two.mm naner mm motives of a
young, bolting heart, or the sinner from motives or
huar; and drew T
Lueca is the fourth Marguerite.I need not say

It.who played this most difficult part In
puhlie, and m a linger and as an actress
brought it np to the highest standard which ever
it attained among all the Marguerites known.

It may well be said of her. as 01 Talma, she
keeps her public spellbound ; all the eyes fixed on
every one of her movements. Prom the saucy in¬
nocence in the second act to the lovlug tenderness
In the third, the thrilling and unequalled despair
in the fourth act, up to the crowning triumph of
her majestic singing in the prison, she has no rival.
Mme. Lucca goes in the expression of her inspired
feelings sometimes to the utmost limit of dramatic
effect. One step farther. Indeed, and she would
touch the ridiculous ; but that hairsharp limit she
never .versteps, and she remains Biiblime.
Her wonderful voice, wulch extended trom / ta

F in alt.three great, full, even octaves.has, i»y
Meyerbeer's advice, been concentrated to two oc¬
taves and a half, and it has gatned in richness, in
organ-like fulness, what has been sacrihced In ex¬
tent.
She has shown what she can do as a singer and

as an actress, and her immediate reward was the
most rapidly increasing popularity with the New
*ork public in such parts wnich require the greatest
dramatic earnestness, like "Africalne," "Margne-
rlti'," "Kavorita,'' as well as in tlioce graceful e.\uH)i-
tious of her buoyant coquetry."Cherubim, "Zorliuain "Kra Diavolo" and "Don Giovanni." Her so long-
continued success in Berlin, where she was lor ten
consecutive years the idol of the people, shows
that even the "JVenio prophetu in patrut ' could
not touch her, and the most inexorable of argu¬
ments.figures.showing that the public crams the
house whenever Lucca plays, to the exception 01
all other performances, is the most evident proof
that the mightiest ailfttantl of this city have
adopted her as the "favorito," thereby confirmingwhat cannot be douDted, t!iat Lucca certainly is
the greatest singer and actress combined in one
person that ever came to these shores.

MUSIC US.

k TftlTB SPOKE* HERE ABOUT MUSIC?

To thk Editor ok the Hekald:.
In the flHKALD's editorial comments upon the

epidemic o* operatic criticism which broke out
with great virulenoo in Its columns on Sunday last,
the attack or "Free Lance" was spoken 'or as

"angry." Now, my dear sir, permit me, as one
who heartily sympathizes with his opinions, to
thank you for giving them publicity, and to lhank
him lor writing In the interests, sole;y, of
art. He evidently had no axes to grind, cured no
more for ono artist than for auotuer ; in lacl, held
the dogma that personality has nothing whatever
to do with merit. Work well done is well
done ; woi k badly done is badly done ,

and there's an end on't. Friendship lias no right
to enter into the domain of criticism, and until
American critics turn a deaf ear to its app« ats and
conduct their business on the sound basis of
incorruptible integrity artists will report to ipr-
noble moans for the furthering of ambition, art
will be demoralized and the uneducated people led
hither and thither by designing "will o' I lie wisps."

I coufeos that I love humanity too well and hate
humbug too cordially to tranquilly assist at so ag¬
gravating a spectac le, Hence.

This Is the ctiree. Write.
First, then, let iuc ask, in all good nature, why

a critic should be branded as "angry" when h j

dares to censure ? True criticism means apprecia¬
tion. To appreciate moans to estimate Justly.
What just estimation of art is there when good,
bad and indifferent receive equal attention.when
praise and blame are admiuistcrcd indiscrimi¬
nately, when the worse is made the better cause ?
To nnvoll the Imperfections of a temporary popu¬
lar Idol is no pleasant task ; but the critic should
love truth -better than l'lato aud Plato's country,
better than Dante and Dante's country, better
tli:.u Shakspearc and Shakspeare's countr, bet¬
ter, 1 will add, than Hawthorne and Hawthorne's
country. What is truth V Unfortunately art
is not as exact a science as mathematics, or none
but experts would touch it; but it lias its laws, its
rules, its schools, which cannot b'< violated with
impunity, and which it is the critic's duty to up-
hoid. If he does not know more than tlio general
public, why docs he give an opinion? Uis judgment
should be as so 'ind in his sphere as that ol the
lawyer lo whom we go for legal advice. For my-
relf, I do not pretend to represent a majority or the
public, but b >ing a disinterested musician, paying
lor every scat I occupy, and anvlous
to see New York as great ir«thet.lcally
as it is commercially, I uo pretend to
represent the verdict of educated artists, profes-
sionui and amutcur, who are not In league with
managers or favorites. I merely iransfer to paper
the language of cultivated drawing rooms. As the
representation of minorities is becoming a pai t o.
our political system, why should not It be rna'!<;equally potent in artr The most enthusiastic
advocate of universal suffrage does not lor one. mo¬
ment claim that the majority are right In matters
or taste. If they were, what would be the use of

^Americans are strange chlels. Though we bray
about our country, there is no people so
ready to embrace what is foreign. We
have not outlived the colonial period, and
in art are entirely dependent upon Europe.
This Is Inevitable in a young country, still going to
school, and too buBy to think lor itsoll ; yet such a
status cannot but offend a minority, who are ns
able to do without Europe as Europe is able to do
without them, and who unwillingly behold oui
untitle bowing down Dcforc imported gods and god-| (leases not nearly as clever as deities home made.
Eufrlish criticism on American works has more
weight tl.an that which is native, yet tiie majority
of English critics arc no more clothed wit.i
divine authority, nor are tli -y more inipur-
tinl Talent heinz equal, a European artist is
preferred to an American! Let this be said lo our
shame ClevcL artists, unable to sell pictures In
New York, ilTd ready purchasers among their
countrymen when their studios arc transferred to
London, Paris or Rome. The American actor or
singer who receives royal approbation is more
heartily welcomed than the cle\eri-.r artist whoso
destinv it nas been to stay at home, r.ils is rank

i iiil.ict.ee. and because ol It and the tendency to
Ithitdlv accent whatever hurope sends us. mut.ii i.ins
are ready to dissect lladanic Lucca. blie comes to
nrt wlih a great reputation. She needs;no friends:
her p iHitlon is established. VVIiy, then, should
she not be subjected to kocn ^dicismI I she fails to realize expectations why should tn<
fac.t tie concealed 1 And why should one artist, i«m
extolled at the expanse or another r 1 have never jbeen an ardent admirer of Miss Kellogg, on account jof tno absence of dramatic inspiration in ^'othl'-er
singing and acting, especially in the latter, but w h' n;

I hear her underrated.when t no iIkkai.u is to d by
..Muslcus" that ' her method Is defective, that she
cuts her phrases and frequently takes her notes
wt ilfssoiix, a drcadiul habit"' and wiieu tills saioe
.Muslcus" has not one word of criticism lor I uc i,I* IInd myself, to my own astonishment,
becoming Miss Kellogg's dump on. If this
voting A nerlcau Is to be coinmeuded lor nnyth ng
it is :or her excellent method, her correct phrasing
and the remarkable trucne-s or her voice. Almo a
every artist at times sings out or June.oiten sang falsely. I never heard Miss Kellogg c.t
in this respect, and 1 have heard her rn tny times;
consequently so "dreadful a hubit ' cannot be
Iter-' Had a defective method and Impcriect
phrasing been attributed to Lucca, "Mus.cus
woul ! have told the unvarnished trut.i; but
ir faults are systematically fastened upon
wrong shoulders what incentive tas an
artist to aim at real excellence ? MIsb
Kellogg however, mode a great mistake in becom¬
ing a member of the present opera troupe. She
should have remembered that people will not pay
tt lor what they have heard for half that price,
and that this commercial fact, combined with her
being no longer what Americans most desire
-a noveltv.would render the attendance
at her representations exceedingly small,
llatl the management engaged Santley,
as could easily have been done, and
brought him out on Kellogg nights, the combina¬
tion would have extracted money from the pupltc
purse; but no such wise plan was adopted, hence
Lucca Is the only artist that attracts.
What "Free Lance" says or Lucca In "La Va-

vortta" and t'herublno is correct. Her Zerlina.
in "Fra Diavolo however, Is a taking p. rom¬
ance* and her Marguerite- which I witnessed this |
aliernoon for the tlrst time in America.is less ;
open to criticism than e,e;taln other characters.
In her appearance and conception of tioethc s
heroine Lucca is assuredly superior to a
cold Dinna-llke Nllssou or a New York society girl
like Miss Kellogg. She Is flesh and blood, which Is
something, aim In the third act she gives evidence
of the existence of passion; but so far as singing Is
concerned.and singing I believe is the first re-
oulsitc in a prima donna.to-day she never star¬
tled and at times displeased. The Jewel song,nhorn Of Its jewels or ornamentation amllts final
0 was totally devoid of brilliancy, aud re¬
ceived not the iaintest murmur ol applause.Lucca may have been suffering irom indis¬
position, but I remember that in London
remarking the same absence of brlll'iincy
and offset. The music hi too high for her. As tto-j
church scene was entirely omitted, and as Valen¬
tine and Slcbel did not sing the aria ami romanza
especially promised by Mr. Marctzek on the bills,
everybody must have had colds, still, colds have
nothing to do with acting, and the total absence ol
pantomime on the part of Lucca In the last act, a
situation admitting superb action and laclal ex¬
pression, convinced me that she Is not a great
artist Now some of us In America have seen
Marguerite. Marie Reebftcb, the German actress,
showed us what could be done with a master¬
piece and I am too grateful to her
irold

'
to accept the pinchbeck of another,

in course tt K as a rule, useless to expect real act¬
ing from a lyric artist; but if tt he wanting do not
ct tm declare that we see It. On the whole 'Faust"
is better done than most or the opnran glvci this
season. Nobody brcaiw down, everybody gets |

tHrough aR the mane ipat is not cat pat, »i*d if.
ramet nlftes a consctentiew* If m>t a brilliant
kk«Wfci»|f. Hrnoi- VLueani's ren^ertM^ot "Salve
lluiora* would have been more acceptable Md que
Me tlr* violin-, ttat plays ao irowMt a Jart la
the acopmpauirucnt, been oat Qt tune. HhtUi we be
tokl that it la impossible 16 ke4p vIoHoa in tune*
u v<ml art be aaiiiueotoix il U at. leant a con¬

tort to know that with Rnblrrstetn, Wtenlawskl and
Human' oreheatm we onnnet starve Instrument-
illy. The advent of the teat marks an era In riaao-
rorte mtMrtc, Mil that W the Meant! la scarcely lest
[><»tent for goed, stowing, .« U does, the dliierence
x-twsen an Honest, masterly treatment of toe
/iolln and tee mawkish sentimentality with which
He Unit bait famibarlBsi) tbe public. To hear Ku-
ilnsteln Is a revelation. Coming upon the plat-
orm la a (rank, bnstaese maimer, as though he
lad work to perform and Intended to give
;>eopie tho worth of their money. He makes an
iluioet Oriental salaam, bin square-cut hair tailing
iver hid eyes as the ears of a King Charles spaniel
all, and then giving his shagry Indian head a
diake, be quietly surprises us into enthusiasm.
Clierc is no kid glove dilottanteism about it.
We are in the proseuce of a master und frel
Ills power tbe moment his flhgcrs touch tira
toys, or perhaps I ought to say tho
mom ut tbe keys touch his lingers, lor
PublMteln seems to a'tract them teward him an a
magnet attracts steel tl lings. I! lh ctTort to shako
Dtf the keys produces the music we liBten to
i\ iili delight. Though this be fancy, yet to create
such an efleet is lact enough; that he does o -cute

It is absolutely true. I'orco one expects. It'ira
ilciicato p tssiwes that Kubinsteln most astonishes.
His touch is velvet; uie very licart ot his inatt unent
heatsbcueath hisflngers. i:nd the liafanerlsasmucJi
moved as at the sight of a strong man soteued by

a noble (Mission, llis staccato Is like the dropping
of crystal, while hl< accompaniment iti concerted
mnsic, without obtruding, is so sympathetic us to
rival the melody. Assuredly Ruliin.-stcin is as srreat
in bis lame, und he is worthily supported by
Wr>nlawski, whose tone and execution aie line ;bi.t
why, why, why docs Mr. urau, alter giving us !ood
for the gods insist upon putting beiore
us unpalatable dishes? In otucr words,
why, after Rubinstein and Wleniawskl, must our
ears endure such singing as Is more honored in the
breach than in the observance 1 In vain does the
programme assure us that both voices are tine and
one lady is bcautuni. Having ears, we bear; hav¬
ing ryes, we s^e; und both senses convict tl e pro¬
gramme of advertising what Mr. v ran can never
delude anybody into liking. One good vocalist is
worth two that are b.id and the « nr,< rprisiug
manager who brought Rtetoi i to America ought
to realize this quite as lorclbly as an audience that
pays fi a ticket. Rubtnateln and Wleutawbki cover a
liuiltiiudi'u ot sins, bat why siiouia they 1 : required
to do more than tueir- legitimate i>u tness? Last,

l at not least, names Thomas' orcheat ni. Which, lo
know .or our own, is uu uusp^akaote com oil.
licothoven himself would have nodded approval at
the recent rendering oi bis Suvcuth Symphony ; hut
why must two Inexplicable inoxplicaoilui.-s uke
Wagner's "VVoton's Abbchiert" and l.i-u's Me-

{ thisto Waltz bo given on the same evemug, one
oliowing the oi lier so rapidly as to produce musical
dyspepsia uud send thinking people home iu a cha¬
otic frame ot mind? The human lieai can bear no
mo-e than the human stomach; not as much ; and
though clever Mr. Thomas and bis admirable
orchestra be equal to the wildest eccentricities of
Wagner and Lis/t "at one lell swoop," it ou;rht to
lie reuiembertd that, like tomato:* and olives,
"the music of the future" requires much cultiva¬
tion to be adored. An overdose Is likely lo per¬
manently injure if not kill tho patient. The pro-
grainmo for December 2« is quite as iudigeslibi.i as
that of November i>, List/, and Wagner being pre¬
ceded by Herlioz. We shall do our best io
"bear up agin such areolar knockdown of intel¬
lect ;T' but really Mr. Thomas should be mereifiil,
lieethoven's pastoral may fortify us. We shall,
however, be relieved from t:?c incompetent sinn¬
ing of Mr. Osgood, whose interpretation of German
muhic is such as to irritate the know>ng and so the
tiie Ignorant into a nodding nightmare. Were sink¬
ing dependent upon capillary attraction, Mr. i>s-
j,o«d would draw an audience b,y more Hum u sin¬
gle hair; but, unlike liotioni, ivc cannot "see a
voice," FAIR PLAV.

IKFFiCCML'ES A>» 1HP0S81BILITSES IK
OPERATIC lARAdEBEIVT.

To Tin: Kditor op tiig IIbkai.o:.
.j lie Jottor you did me tr.o Honor to insert on Sun¬

day liint v/uh not an appeal a-l misrrlcordlam,
neither did It contain one word about the simrc-
liolders of the Academy of Music, a* an editorial of
tlie same data assumes. It was simply a plain
statement of Inexorable facts and opinions derived
fro.:i long experience in operatic matters; and if
u,iy portion oi it really struck the writer ol the
said editorial as being -pathetic,'' 1 can only pray
for ids speedy recovery bom a dangerous state of
morbid scmibllity.

In mv last letter I declared the excellonco of
fivmi'Ae which dl-tlngu'shcd the Ang'o-ltalian
operat e s-age to be unattainable m New York
under exist ng circumstances, and, this beinir the
case. I usk why au operatic manager who adopts
the star system which prevails in nea:ly every
d amatlc theatre in America should be a' used for
not having au Astral company while all his dra-
uintic conjrirre nre exrused f
We have all heard of the "naughty boy who

cried lor the moon,"' but hoiuc of our critical
Kudymions want not only moon but "each bright
particular stur»'-all the planets, with their
satellites, the twelve constellations, the milky
way, the entire musical Armament.In short,"lre'tted with golden fires".perhaps even
a "young comet with Its play ul tall '

thrown Into the bargain.and ail for
the small charge of f4 currency, or "f.el ndaeat
Carthago."

1 have said that the star system predominates all
over the United States, and may a id that it pre¬
vails more in New York city than anywhere else.
Mr. Forrest, Mr. Sothern. Mr. t'harlcs Mathews,
Mr. Fechter, Mr. and Mrs. Roucicnnlt, Mr. John
Rroughatn, Mr. Jamc.4 Wallack, Miss LydlaThomp-
Ron. Miss Lotta, Miss Maggie Mitch- 11, Miss Agues
Etnel. Mr. end Mis. liarncy Williams, Mr. and Mrs.

1 loreu<v\ lime. Jananscuek, Mile. Almee, noL to
speak <»f others, are a.l "stars," and almost in-
vainblv a;>pca~ r.s snch; and thr.t the system,
ho much abused by some critics, is an absolute ne¬
cessity to managers, for the public imperatively
demands it. When thero is no star people
will not attend tue theatre. It was so with Mine,
j'arepa-ttonn, Mile. Nllsson, llerr Wachtel. ami I
might give many other instances, l.vcn the ma i-
ntrers of two lending N> w York theatres ."«r. lis¬
ter wallaclc and Mr. Kdw!n Booth-withdraw tiieiu-
Hclvos from their own stage* linring the greater
part of the jear in o:<ler tliat wiien fiey do coino
forward it may be as "stars." And, with the sinr.de
exception, perhaps. "i Wallace's T'leatre, what
theatrical establishment is tlieic where the en
toutwjp con lil stand any ^omnarison with the chief
attraction or b»av the outrageously s -v re ton » or
"criticism'' n li;ch lu.s been applied to nearly every
member of the present Academy troupe, excepting
Mine. Pauline Lucca 4 /nd wh n h .s such a tone
of criticism ever been npplieo elsewhere f Never in
my recollection, with nil the woefully bad acting
occasionally brought lorword in "support" of the
central figure; and yet an operatic manager, who
has twenty times more difficulty to contend with
In forming a company evenly good throughout and
very much more expens." to incur than any dra¬
matic director, meets with no consideration, but
each individual member of his troupe, If not equal
to its "stars," is mangled in reputation and in¬
sulted by epithets which could only apply toperaons
guilty or heinous crimes.

I remember having recently seen, on the occa¬
sion of a very lair house at the Academy, one
with which 1 have every reason to believe
the direction was satisfied, a cornpte rrmlu
stating that, there was an -ominous display
of empty benches." Was this, may I ask, criticism
or malevolence? But perlormances are sometimes
condemned even before they take place, and peo-
pie inferentlally advised not to go to the opeia, as

may be seen by the following paragraph, clipped
rrom a morulng journal:.
"The paiutnl want of talent in Mr. Maretzek s

company will be even more apparent in the singing
or 'Don Giovanni' this evening than on its previous
production, for the feebleness so apparent before
will be emphasized by repetition, and Lucca >n"r_cthan ever will be compelled to sustaiu the per-

r°Thlftsnwas] of conrse, nothing le<s than an attempt
to injure the manager by keeping the public away
fl Now'wh.t'wmild he sMA tn thU comm.retol;(Mn-

5SW.WSW' «.)
keeper wa*< going to reopen ej*faUl«htn^nt f
thp Rikio of "imtaiully h&'l goods ? ' Would Dtot tli ,Sfjff SLtSXrSiu an
over them, and try to shake pit tite incai us t
Cnute- </>" I'outn f It were a'.surJ to ei'l "ueh »«i
clcs criticism; but they cannot even be mstlMd
i,Don the principle ol guarding the pun
lie against imposition; they havo no
in raci or science or conscience; and, if not
the result of a capricious exercise or power,
the offspring of whim and conceit, r,hcn fuey a-®
promoted by personal animosity, written toc^annoyance and Injury, and should be tj ate i
accordingly I*. Goetlw, once director or tae Wei
mar Theatre, speakinn oi smiv critics, sa>S H<<mc-
thinur to this effect :. "I Invite a mail
give iiiui the cholceat fare 1 uaa luwl; ho watakeB

° yparrnOy pleased, not no sooner

that m? «^?L£?2!? lMU1 h® declare* to the world

tJir nlmw h^,^^ w<afc* Wle cnlekens overdone,
thi ui25rt«!£' -T!Lwta?r I" to which

/oa % "±auat" adds:.1"achtaa

Wu^Td^i ih«VtSiJn*"". ' tiie

»H lf!?k" M 1 h»vc .Uuded to may

Wirit^hSt nmZt-^he.,- 1Mlh 1 *:f bnt tho

g^Jonraah 0U8'U uot 10 "Uo''m a

¦rtooMM^MmJl?nn11!? despicable In motive
CXprtJMiOU it IS Plo&flHllt tit turn fn

»«rr«rS
z

thinks fit, but he strikes with a kid glove not with
a knuckle-duster. The Jbrtlter to . ami

in iiuMUt arc o<i*iuIly observed, and the force or his
J / *?'8 "* by the decency or its manl
festatiou, while praise Is ft-eeiv bestowed tiwloirii
not laid on with the recltim L^h of a wffi
washer. Much articles inspire respect nltltonirh we
may ditfer lro:u their dicta' m eertaiu i«m.£ and
certainly tend to elevate the artlstfe .

the journal In which they appear
UiJracter «*

Hut an uniortuuate operatic manager here has

of pmicSBionfld1 wVlth>J^1^10PaUCP au"
pro«c8bu, tiui tviit^a, Uiere arc amati-ur iTifirM

arrayed agal.ut him who are, 11 ross.ble, wor«^
lJr. Johnson, the severest us lie was the creat-

fi.®' », ,Vl1? 8ti" n|odou enoiiKii to say
-That whicn h s r Icar. <1 long and pleased
mi st have some me. it" (I enoto from memory!
ami..consequently the individual who unreservedly
condemns what may he termed a tin.vorail, a.'
miicd work or artistic creation rordurs himself
«,uiuL.^iao lor.,nt aclty 11,0,1 f<>!' Jin v other

i
e.»D call to mind at Mils moment.

irr ifl'wnir '«,» Ii'u0^8' *°,u? .&*!»« inexpressibly
granting to i ..uiii personal vanity in fhe idea

? n'^o1? .,m.«Ti°!Voa 01"l"0ns- are Icono-

ui musical as oi monumental art. There are

thif i?) ji1e'8 *11" M!!I»h'»tO|.h.>»os when lie assert*
i ^i!> 1 At ift-rtA tin jn es zu m unite

th» mo., w
'011tl1 t,lat l"e Kpheslan ilome,"

the man who succeeded in uearly bitruiiiir down

cisefof^rHrne^ti*11! 8lfr lu Jill¥lutul1. lll« ostra-
«V? j ,Arl!3tides the Jnst, were doubtless all bent

Son nVrTetlllU|t oxtraor<»iiaiy, and more or

wft' nw^lu ,
tJ,olr «en»BH. nut a iMcpliistoplielus

*u!h> n\i i lii cni'jV out Ins projects is inconcoiv-

ttt iouJ 110 J, str<jjera I have ulluded to were
at least tnoud or their misdeeds, and did

tho m
t0 fu<1° themselves behind

Jlio ^
ai.onymous, hko -Madaiui* Paittiut*

"FvSS i an.roct0r 1*h'M0 abusive letter, signed
.».«

Lance, wes allowed to auncar in tonr cou

°o. 'ffi 2ffi.'.V";u n- » ".K »w
nioucj tVbai ilii- ¦»«!!? HkProleM6r wltl'«a< tho

k'm"tVS
'"

' ''''e ' line ;U«nd'so11 1°pro«aine^thhl

"trie Lance" was not written io" the
beilvO of art, but obviously for tup
purpose or making a biutal att^k
t.pcu JUodanio J'uuiiiie inert; for what does it

ffi nr«Ci^n t!:o ftu,Ulor s ';?norant mai«volence v

Bl'i Hiii! i >e 'i'1 r wl,lcU Lt") W; Cberubino
biiould b, i'lajed cannot be rl;;orouslv tlebucd

syucr-icv'P°v lc.t, '?r 1110 PCiormers, ldio-
Hyucracy. Vn^iut certainly lo t, no directions on

internal0 elv^°e.d W'^t "V:y w """"Ted from tho
i»/» »

eviu<.uC3 oi tho drama an.l iiiuhIc: but

eifil ' w,1° °i'®nted ton character fn his
celebrated co je.dy, "Lc Marriage de Ki^a. o'' has
It t us ttio loilowlnxin his pri|»,-.eto tho wrhnnal
eauion oi his woi k, "Cbcrubin:". ce . (/<« urvrtu

y ,J?uAjamme 11 11 «>' "v r>«>- uw ji^te
tfoJ matre J'(2lT\i *u,m n'"mua WH't *
huh uii.utr . (U jt+uw.'i h<nnitwn assez famuia
Pour,-a W « r,U, jiUm TIM ,*%?!*
ifu "/- i t

' "lU' ur# un ihurnuint jioli.smm-
,

timu-tet'Vague cM lefnva !ir mil r.rrart, re'
maV! *">'» P>'»)*ls xuns .on-

Jilt (f f.sv <y 7?:/ n i.tr hit re nv ;onri <ir ,'cur inn ran

'Ttou<ie/r1'' i' "( ''Um WXW'HI* ant bea,M»,p
»»*rt

' caviuK 1 -a lice to ponde: over
tne expression -eh Tma,,; ; >vh Cl I w n not
oUei.d -vai-H polite" b.\ » ran- h. tin- litcrallv i! mav
Pttr?l'lvesaV r m°;- """V lu,v,l>; version ot t;,e
part r,ives a humorous and iauoilui iiiteruretatioii
2Li^on7mal I'e-a Without Oilwtm"
Nt'Cppitiij the roiuKtH of woman!? delictrv 'i
t ie stioiledboysiio,.i.l be live, ,v and a.iimat.id i,cJ ro

I ail an. j not exn. ,u. a:, .ao che.! ubi'ios do h h ,.ki«
sentimi nta^ty .< beyond dlapot ;. Ne,tner can it be
questiont' i tliat one e/ ,,v <,at-. inav , e mo e

Wit°hiM,,.Ihe04?u7"Ri-V than unoXri
Simoom m^uIA^e'^iUe,^^^?l,0,,.
and exhibition or rl.-.ualiry. d-lv "iVee LaSce^
to prove that Aiaie. J'.mliue l^ xa's l hciubfno%

1 t0 "a,UI'«. <>' tllttt h i- point Ol view IS a
wrong one. defy him to show w.iv the nett!. |
page hlio ild not be somewhat bcist-.Tons in mun-
ner or why t.:e boy, who joins heariliv in the inn
oi Hit, p;e ;o.nuu a ol wlucli no laics Inin-olf.
St. iiii.w not be I'li inoroiif'. A'ito "rr.- : ! nee s 'iiiann

a" 5 th:U M,IU'" ,'"Ct'a,M a brutally bad siiiKer
(.or tfi.a lie su s, in re.i.it.y), tliey will, ol course be
taken io, what the; arc worth by u: Sew Vork
public, who idolize lur, and will know how t<»
appreciate such eoar-e insults not only to the
rcliminpr iu\orite o' the day but to their own Visio

. Kurope, I will now h<1<! a iew wordr/wlUi i cspcet to
I "JLi^;uliar w""" °nvii'o. oi'eratic entar
pi 1st in ^e w \oriv, and six.w that even wit m in<>

I JKK? (».bieh alter an are lower tnan
tllO.Hj.. 01 «,«J) o M» Ill<» I'hPH'OS Of ffllJll KCiirCOlV AY

'*d those on, o.yed Uy (iraaiat^c nianagers wliofie

^k» »r" a ativcly small. U'avX «oVo?n-
[ ment or ii.nnici, al aids in the snope o, subvent, ins

n"....t ih i/''"'"1""1, 1 hliy t,1U! 110 raammer can
meet the claims p»eterre<i l y certain public writers
he--e without Inevitable loss, because-

it Is in Europe;081 ° al l it,,r' af 'cast douole what

i ,a t!'onr)" of nrst c"»«h Performers couhl
nnf ?

u
i

1 ' publio wouid not attend ir the
pet prima donna were absent., so <ic"ply lias the
star system taken root in America; the n,5St re"
cent prooi ol which appears in the deplorable tai't

tlti rll i M,'nr' im l,3H »ot son/this £a?un
! tho receipts have k're.itiy decreased, despite the un

t'"?! Miss Clara l-ou.seKeft
r J.!n,L ~7i obstacles to luoomot on, especially in

I tnd tseailKT, owinir to tiie pieponieiously exot'hit
" "V t"«' »it Ivors ol pubbe veld.
clc which increase the OApennesoi a visn to tin»

; °'"!ra1 »" ««'." at. extent as n.lght sea
"

even a

| wealthy V''>rrf,niHrti>.
lVL" tt

f Ohrth.The necessity ol a trenueii', eluiniro .r

, op^ra, the brevity ol the snwons reiiiierinu it Ini
I possible to -riin" anv one work :or several nwlila'

productfUn s .' r""" "«.» «» drai'St'fc
productions are eontlnned nen. even ov -r

a period of many months, -i he Hla«.k frook "

lor Insiunee, was cou.stantlv played lor neariv
two year., at Nthlo's dnrden' Whoever h^'rd
or ev^n the most attractive opera be uir Kiven
more than a few ,imes m asea o,i r

h i_'th h difliciilty o deahtiK rt'itii orchestral tier.
rortiiers who, beinR piotccted Uv a powerful soS
£25-I\? .

lr oun Hcnd PuhPtitufrH wlion-

!I i ' cliooie, and who by united action niiffht at

and S:Ts,,: he
wiriioaa liHini

v.,.!., he theatre. I». as von stat.'. New

^otk i ecjtii e ,i better opera, tli#' director mav
surely, o.m he, part, «sk lor rer».fii, J.i .nant tl lnis
1 will now, with your rermls-.on, lurnishaiew
linancial details, by winch num . , 1%,
comparntive e.vpen es and chnnrc" % ^In apner-
taininir to theatrical speculations in tms eitv At
a theatre ol the very uist class, Jf mean
lioo.hs the niahtl.v expenses .re at thu
?,'"l!;ri ,^".'!,f.7irht ,lur"'r' ll dollars, riot mdnding
ti.e .stars, Mr an«i .Mrs. i!otie.:canlt. ai the
Academy the average expenses per r .resent at ion
is upwards or tw -mviive hun lr-M do.ars "it out
the ..star: the management, tans rifiklnirat legist
three times an rinu'h hb auy dramatic inanairor not

awss zzsfs&gKi&p"""wsssg
T': rrf,|lu,,,<t'v rrminued or the "vast sue-

cess whicn attended the operatic, undertakings or
las year. The first was the XIb-on Season wmedi

towards! he°# n"/! f,Jearn r;om >'our columns that
. i r?- ^ 0 '' tUf! r«(cipts went as low as

wiV'n' i
an ?n ",e occasion of a concert

sriven about the same time at Melnwav
tlnll'n a WI"C» tne whole of the Nlisson
^ eS .1Pi",arc"' ,lie «,fnrns on'y amountedjto
11,337, proving that the company mil outlived Kc
patronigeoftheNew York public, 1 he areat "com
Wna on season." with I'arepa-hosa, ey and
K'n,' ra1 ,or '0"r weeks only, l, has rrequenny
!r,-. ,0 aPPe<r that the avera?" receints

hni "fhi .S hrLel camnali?n were $8,(Kai ptr .jKht
but the truth is that only on two or thro*
occasions did they reach this large umount and

or/haTmasuhfpron^nced to^'tlw gri^au-s^evcr

PERILS OF RAILROAD TRAVELING.
Flfndlsh Attempt, to l&reck PiiquenKrr

Train* In Wfntiheitcr Count)-.
Within the past lew weeks several attempt!)

have been made to throw par-senger train* oir the
track on the Harlem Kailroad in tne vicinity of
Morrtsania, WeBtchester county, by placing ob.
structlons on the rail*. The latest or these dia¬
bolical ciron a was perpetrated last Friday night,
when three heavy cross-ties were deposited on the
track near wntiamsbridge. This Infernal barricade
was enconntered by the Boston express, which left
New York at. nine o'clock P. M., and * title travel¬
ling at a speed ol nearly forty miles per hour. For¬
tunately, however, the parties who endeavored to
precipitate an appalling catastrophe failed to flx
the tics securely, ami the obstruction pave way be-
lore the flying locomotive, which knoc ked two of
the timbers into splinters and curried the third on
the rail, underneath the cowcatcher, a instance of
several hundred yards. No motive can tie assigned
for the dastardly ontrages Indicated. The Harlem
itailroad company has offered a reward of $1,000
for the detection of the guilty pin tles, in addition
to placing defectives on the road who-<e tin ties are
to watch tte suspected localities day and night, it,
is said that the perpetrators, If caught, will not
have to undergo the formality of a trial.

LITERARY CHIT-CHAT.
"REMiNiscKhcau op Public Men m alabama

kor thirty \ hash," by William Uaitett, lata Secre¬
tary of state, to the title ol a large octavo volume
of over eight hundred panes, just published at the
"Plantation Publishing Company's Press," at At¬
lanta. The book la extremely discursive In style
and preponderantly political in substance. As it
deala with the personal history of nearly all
Alabama's public men aud Is accompanied by a

good Index it will be valuable for references.
Mackicis Band, the son or the groat French

novelist, has entered tne convent of La Trappe.
A Great International Journal is about to be

established by the ultramontane* of Switzerland.
It is said that It will be under tho direction of M.
Merinillod aud will bear the name or the Courtier
Suisse.
A Geneva Paper says that Dr. Merle d'Aubigne

has left two volumes, almost completed, on the
Reformation, in which the history is carried down
to the death of Luther.
Colon ul J. W. De PoBRKsr's now serial is lo t)C

called "The Wetherel AiTalr."
Tins is the Ditty the Alsatians arc said to sin*

When no Prussian is near by
Tra Tutechf pltive nit lung pi uiib,

Nit lung!
Vor dam khauvAgcslndel Ischt nns

Our nil bang!
Kit hang nit bang! nit bang!

And the. iree translation Is:-
The Teutons shall not stay here lo: p.

Not they I
Just wait until we French are strong.
WoU clear 'em out where they belong I
The UulliOH '11 lie glad to cut and ruu,
When we again take up the giui,

Home day,
Not far away 1

Mrs. Hope Church, Captain Marry.it's daughter,
is obliged to make a mournful apology lor the
meagreness of her narrative, which she explains us

being caused by the scantiness of her materials.
"Ilia contemporaries are either dead or scattered,"
she says: "his correspondence (which was volumi¬
nous and well worth preserving) is mostly lost or

destroyed, awl the account of his public services,
with a few private letters and vague remembrances,
are all the materials 1 ha\e hud." Tula is to be re¬

gretted, because certain traditions about the Cup-
tain's relations to Mr. N. P. Willis ami to another
English naval novelist of that generation led us to
the hope of some piquant anecdotes.
TnK L.aj>t Numbkr of the Athtmasnrn, in it highly

favorable review oi an American book which ought
to bo better Known, Baldwin's "Ancient America,'1
says that tlie author has given the best compre¬
hensive view of the archeology of our country
that exists.
Mr. William Black's last hook, "flie strange

Adventures ot a Phaeton," is not. u novel, but a

picture of travel through some of the English
counties, taken by a party of four persons in a

phaeton. The striking features ol the landscape,
the bits of scenery enlivened by lovely girls, ara
eha mingly described, though there is a plentiful
la> k of lucideu'., and the town life delineated wants
sprlghtliness,
Thk Editor or the xation , In correcting a lunny

blunder of the New York correspondent of the
Mesmorr itt i'artu, makes n still (urn ier one. The
correspondent, it seems, criticised M. Liiboulaye's
Ignorance ol American politics as displayed iu Ills
writings on our constitution, ni!d then proceeded
to illustrate hi* own Intelligence l>j the state-
ment "Previous to 18-26 the choice of President
was made by the Senate and House of Representa¬
tives iu convention." i'his lUc Aatiou airily sets
light us lollows:.-

M l.aboulnyo will doubtless not have, to look into
the I'nli d State* constitution toln'orm ht« critic
that Congress never elect sdany President and (hat
Johrf Cniucv Adtims was the onlv one whom, iroui
luiiure oi i lie people to utukc. a eliof , the House oi
ltei reai ntutlvcs had aa opportunity to elect, aud
did :<o elcct.
The learned editor of the Xution has, of course

forgotten (it would lie uncharitable i. oppose that
he never knew) about Mr. Icll'eraoif » election i<v
the House in 1801.

IIkuk is what Tit r Saturday r<< n/. in Hunks ol Mr.
Fronde's sayings and doings in Americp
Mr. Fronde is going to make nil appeal to a

popular triiiuual, and tae things th.it ate likely to
tell with such uullninal against Eiiglund In a sur¬
vey ol lush history are pa'mully strung. When a
iair-iniud<'d Kncli hiuan has once cxplainedi lo it
lair-minded American Utst we kevp Ireland under
the same government with England lor precisely
the same reasons which made tne northern States
coerce the Southern States info reunion, and that
there Is no grievance which the Irish now have of

a kind tiiat will bear serious discussion, as much
hus oeeu done, probably, lo put American opinion
Stl (light as can tie.
JrnY is about to produce a book of comicalities,

five hundred humorous pictures, with descriptive
letter press, selected from her « arller volumes.

THE MISSOURI MISIIAP.

The Came of tUe .Wlint » Pwittry-
iitntt l< hows 4bout the LnrkfrK ami
What Wa h In Tticnt.
Tim Investigation into the burning 'if the Atlantic

Mail line's steamer Missouri was continued vest t-

day morning at the office «>/ the Inspectors of
Steamers, No. 23 Pino street.

Tli;} ftr^t witness examined was IonIs Doliine, a

pantryman on the Missouri. Ills evidence was

substantially the same as that of Patrick MeUovern,
who gave bis testimony before the inspectors on

Friday, and which was published in yesterday's
Hkjiai.d. Re repeated the story oi

TllE LAI'NCUIMi OF Til K MJCKY BOAT,
of the swamping of the boat, with the nine men Sn
It and 01 being picked up by tho m hoouev Spy, Ac.
In speaking of the Ore he said thai it originated in
one of the lockers of the pantry, which ran fore
and alt athwart ships; at tbc forward cud of the

j pantry was a store room, and forward of the store
room was the bnlkbead ; a lirtle abalt t Ik- pantry
there was the engine room : the lockets extended
across the ait end of tue pantry, awl in one 01
tliose.the port locker, in which we kept the dishes,
Ac..the Are wan first discover, o ; there we e no
matches to my knowledge store- 1 in the locker; I
noticed that

THK MKKER WAS ON KIRK I'll. ;TJ
and I knew it was :i rtemijoln of auuadicute that
was burning; this demijohn Joust have been
broken by the rotling of the mI» p : 111 about tilt- 011
mlnntes aft;r the hre was I'iscovermI; the 1 n-
gtnes were stoppod and an order to launch tli"

1 boats wa» Riven; all hands obeyed promptly, lor
the discipline on board was very portent;

THK 1)1 newts WKltK VRKY t'OOJ,,
and all endeavored to do all they could to pet the
boats launched safely; when I Rot into the oust
that was saved there were some passengers ui her,
togcth r with William Jones and Siimnel ('one.

. seamen on the ship; 1 got in b.v going down the
painter by which she was attached to the ship;
the crew were not stationed at fire qnartt rs

during the voyage; I think It was Impossible to
embark s«» many women and children as we had on
board, for there was no means of saving them un¬
less they Jumped overboard ; and tbe\ were afraid
to do that, and consequently puiilwd In the
flames; §

THE Pt.AMKS RrnK*I>
'

with great rapidity for twenty-live inlnnt"s; after
the tire broke out in the locker tho flames had
broken t' rotiirh the linrrleane deck; we used the
liquid in the demijohns l»r warming the dishes,
It was furnished as nart of the ship's stores, and
was kept In demijohns of (our or live
gallons, which were nut fastened in any way,
and so when the ship lurched they fell aronnd
ami, in my opinion, broke; one of the waiters <Ms-
covered the fire on opening the locker to get out
some olslies; there may have been matehes in the
locker, ma 1 do not know oj any having been kept
there: all

THK OFFICERS or THI SHIP
were lost with her.
Wilnam Jones, one of the seamen who was saved,

was next called, lie deposed as !ollo..s:. We left.
New Verk on the lhth of October; at twentv min¬
utes 10 nine on the morning of the L2d I was <>n the

i fore-top yard and heard the cry of lire; I hunled
down to the deck on the starboard ulrte, and when
I got there the Are was coming through

TUK I.RAUNII or THK KIRKROOM
on the main deck ; there was one stream of w ater
playing on t!ie fire and that was Irom a hand
pump; I heard the Captain give orders to get the
boats over; I went to the hurricane deck and got
one 01 the boats over; next 1 went to the star¬
board side and got the starboard aft boat out, but
when she was gotten down tliore were

NO OAKS
or anything else In her; I got three ours out. of an¬
other boat and pat them in her; this was the boat
that was saved: when we got away from the ship
we saw a t>oai with two men on her keel; we tried
to save tkem, but the sea was too high, and we
lost sight of them.
The rest of Jones' story is the same oi that given

by Mcdovcrn.
Inspector Matthews says that witnesses will be

examined who will show that the engine was on the
samo deck as the pantry, and alsc that there are
many ships that are built, in that way, ami that
these ships leave New York.
The investigation will be continued at ten o'clock

OB Momlai.

ART MATTERS.
Tk« D.rbr-Krr»r* c.ll~>«<>« .« «*»

Academy of Denlgn.
One Of the largest ami best ... lected eollcctloni

of painting ever brought together In Amirioto
at present on exhibition at the Acn.lemy ^ De
aiirn it is a perfcct treat to cuter that < urlous y
composed structure and find the walls
laden down with pictures wluch we can look npo
win, pleasure and satisfaction. Tlmrc .s. of coum.
great inequality of merit; but In a collection num¬
bering some four hundred woiks this Is unavoid¬
able. on the other hand, not aioii" Is

TUB AVK1IAOR MERIT
far above what we ordinarily sec In Auier.can
exhibition*, but it would bo considered very Tug i

In any of the capitals of Kurope. This fact Is very
creditable to the cuterprise of Messrs. Derby ami
Evrard, and displays u confidence in the growinir
taste of Ame lie i tor art, which we hope will be
justified by the event. His not necessity to say
anything to the American public about Mr. Derby,
who Is well known in art circles, but Mr. Evrard
comes among us for the Hint time, and It is of im¬
portance that ttv public should know with
whom they arc dealing. Mr. Kvrurd Is one
oi the most extensive picture dealers In Kurope,
lus operations extending over the Continent. It is
almost needless to add that every picture In the
collection is genuine.that is to suv, Is the work of
the artist from whose easel It purport# to come.
Unfortunately this is not always the case. In the
past art purchasers have been sadly victimized by
dlnhonest dealers; but. though the evil exists to
some extent si 111, It has been considerably lessened
bv the lndueuce of the prominent art dealers of the
city Inde d, this evil In a measure brought Its own
cure by throwing the whole picture trade or the
city Into the hands of a few respectable tlruis,
where the people felt they could buy with safety-
There Is in this collection an admirable repre¬

sentation or the duel' European schools, mnce,
Italy. Cermany ami Belgium have contributed
voiks by t!i ir most

PiOMlNKKT l.IVtN'O ARTISTS,
and sonio tew by artists who have already passe*
aw a>. Kor the chid i art the works are ol the most:
modern class, ludeed, we might almost »a^eyare fresh Ironi the studio. It Is rather surprising"

st m bcK.i-o Mini ' or uie most importantZ RS^O mai n that It figured the oi one o
the European capitals, ai'd won honor und uis
tinctlon roin all competitors. It is a sJl'u.n* Pr°lu,v wh.it we luve been asserting. that New »orK w
m thu not lav distant future become

TUB CtliKI" UKNTllK OK M»T.
As we irrnw In wealth our tastes become more
cultivated, and hare utilities ol lite no longer

, j ... ,,H mill we lay the world under contribution,
to ndnlsuir 1 1* nuv «< st.ietlc, a. we.l as to our

i material wants I'he |.roirress that we are makingI in this direction cannot be t.ett r 'V'1 ^^| i iv poln Unit ". the v..lue iiid rank ul tbt works1 whirl) have brought Into Aiftlntau
marknt !,V d-alcrs who oimh, to be conversantI with the exact, s'aie 01 a taste which it Is tin ir

I basin.'" io ca t.e.r lor. The V, Cue collection, which
iittmct.d so much attention early last, year,
though remarkable valu-. p..W b.v MmwnwiB,
and we have no hesitation In saving that no colli l-
tlon of

KQI A I. MF.IHT
has ever m n brought together on the Americaa

j ' In' 't'lie 'south room Muchot's "Staircase or the
Doge o! Venice" forms otic oi th- iu-in< pa' at a

I iiitta It represents a l recession hi Hie HlxKontlurydcJemhiigil.c s urc. o, li.o
so airikln-' Is I he illusion tl.at., as wo gti/c,tlie Ibfiit'e-i .ecu. anoint. U to move am de aeh
Ihemselvejj lioai "r» CU!i\aS, so < \ue !l i.t > liavo
the atmospheric :! - necu u mb n. <i. ho |lurcHuue cosluuiusoi the ponun ailaul tin, tunc
scope to

, TUB col Oil Ti:v 1THI.
i»t the artist un l lie lias ; vailed lili">' ir ol it U
the tallest extent. Th.- - uu*as absolute > *low»
utH^setousl/ wStfled >" <.'u.rip
f el1 cl:-M Hole io 1 *:.... ..«. m" rh.« sell .0 0Veroneie! id. .so! I/, ,,li,e., nn-.U, ij'c I
the Veuetlan I muter vmv «««« '»'¦

th
'

objeets that 'la* v'-vvwber.' i out him »n their orili-
..,rv -arb. wuiiout any need "I .nr,^winiin it UW >»;veutu..,. ii.s s .uieth.it; w
skill In the i reditu nt. o cok.i a. k s in u
,1 .ffvec ol I he la Illlanev and <i I'";." oi

"

Tin vTKs'l SI IMIOI COU1K
the world has ever known. Adtnirai.le in +
Hon the in ."tiling lia-i I inanaved with suchMUl,Vt..V; IKrt a 'ens of t ie pic-
nre which la sivikingu aauual. lie -ule. triumph.I luAvevi v K.s been won iutlu liavmotilotih nlending
or the ii'.iliiant color so as
hirinon). ililsiiasl. cn ac. oniplishe.l with tar«.
!'k1"'

"IVNOTKNCK ANI> MTSFORTI Nt)''
u one o' t '. noblest drama tic oomponitions ol tlifc

nt.) ('ii JPtrooN. It in irotu the oa^el oi
. t who IS Wfll known In thi* by
hs lKK'lical studies oi lemale heads aud
home m' re pretemlous works. "In.iocencoii n.i Misloi I ntie" Is the most, important work that.
Cot h is ever painted. It was . xniblted in last
\ ear's «"?«.'» lu Fails, and oinaiued Uie M.UIe.
The subirci is a touching one and was meant as aa
allithi >n to the sorrows that lell so tutckly on
Ki anci! during the last .li«aslrou8 >es.s. It r«l'r''-
sents a wi ow w ith her t wo \oui g ( II. i en at ?ho
unive of ;-er hus'oand. The widow 1-. s: .mding bc-
hlnd a soiali ' toss, with her tniant son In her
artif while a little «iri of more udvamu d years is
in lie act or lighting n lamp attached to tlio cross.
The llguro or I he woman is

n lu of uranoei;e
unl oniet dignified soi tow. The exnrej-lo"i or theI 1'ice Is mUpeakaidy sad. hut there 1* something
noble 111 her expr, sstoii ol Sorrow. She is In the
act oi placing a wreatu of rtow rs on the cr^oss,

I and the feeling ol womanly sorrow which the ar-
n-t has <1 awn contrasts with melaucholy lorce

. with th itiuoci ut. happy expression lhe_ nfant
reposing « n Ins niotiier s breast, 'mc.iii^ o is o t' o
mni t! v:t \ liis siMitors are p<* »*f°r'iiitnir* ¦ #lt' »-oi y is
told wttb dramat e power, aud tin* eompoai-
tioti Is vctiuirkablc lor it-*

I SITY \N0 'JRAOf,
as well a> urntideur and lore. It Is a noble pic.
Hire, and would he Kiitr-cieiit t<. redce " the l i m i1 school from the chaige 01 frivolity, which Is loo! often brought against it without ftumctcot cause.

'.IIAITP l.-S,"
(4 the llile ol aeharutlng lail '.tiet wo;U by the great
arttsl Louis Oallalt. n is lull ol *weetoes* and
-n ice' Thi'. Is a very unusual ciiar.ict. r: Utc offi-iliait's works, for lie sec. s to j.-rcier to look on
.!.. .;j|i]i|er nh iJ 4 of linmi'.n die, ami eve to dwi 1j w th 'om'titlmr like a.ieftioii on Us m.wt rctm -

Hiv< aspects, it IS, tiiereiore, atche.l to see hi-n
devote his rnenualled powetH it s a draughtsnMii

¦ 'in. I colorfMt to t:ic delineation oi sutiiecis we can
rc«'.;rd Willi pleasure. Adol| lt IliU'OM, the licli'taiinrli^t win fs ..ii loud ol palming Dutch sc. nes, h
ceil i-scn'cd III a ver.v large av.il Important picftrc.

ll. tcib ect is'a skating .-(' n<- iihJ as the artist ex¬
cels in tin: tilling Oi lee lie lias had full oppor¬
tune* to di-ol M his p eulisr talent to the hest
.olviunrire. 'I here i« nil air oi iiaturulnes<
.iboiii tie l (.it p In the Imegtoutfl, wnerc a
man ;s nist-'iiini on a woman's spates and also in
the fi/ures winch are moving about, on the Ice.
'I lei |>t iii"lp interest will, however, bo < oncen-
I fated on Mi llgeres in th" .' ">;'t - en lit the

b icKfreue l ti« 'hey nre the I ortraits ol the a. tist
and his iri< iid Hchamptler, e. nrothor paluter. Ihe
transparence ol the ice lm* been

\iiitii:iut> CAiM't-'.b.
.ind we ~e even the I "llectlon of the fkatuiff
ti 'iircs on t he ice suraice. lu this ioout ate works
i i Mcis-onier. Wilhelms, lita-hes. Merle, tas«-
n 'va! Hi. lioii le:'. Von vln ndel. Sehaefels. Me-

M tis. Tadentas and u lining American artist, K.
Wvlle.

TEE COLCfliCUM FOTBONLMG OA3B.
Coroner Hi lilrmrr" < Iiivcstigntion. % C!ti>

¦j.rn Crmurrit for Pliiytng fhf Hot-tor.
Yesterday morning Coroner Schirtaer held an

inquest at the City Hail in tiie case of Mrs.
Catharine <«. Bodeu, late of 27 Orchard street, who
died from the effects of an overdose 01 decoction ot
colchicum need*, which hud been prescribed as

ACI'RB I OK liij Ft M A TISM

ny one Hrey, a distant relative ot Mrs. Boder. Her
hurband procured and prepared ttie medtonc as
directed, and gave Ids wile two ounce* on two dif-
It-rent occasions, it making tier sick each time.
The last dose created such intense inflammation ot
tlio Btouiacu thai death resulted. The m diclne,
when sold, w:is prop? <Mv labelled at'«l the messen¬
ger caut.ioncd al>ont its use, although tlv prescrlp-
iloit did not come under the head o. .tctive poisons,
the sale of which is prohibited by law.
The testimony being all in Coroner tfchinner

culimltted tlic cane to the jury, who rendered the
following

VKBmer.
"That Catharine 0, Hoden came to her death on

the mil day or November, 1*72, irom lnt1arr.inaf.lon
of the "tomacli, caused by taking an overdose of
the decoction of colchicum seeds, and we severely
censnre Bray lor recommending the deceased
to take said mixture, not understanding ihe dan
ger attending it."
^eareh lias since been made for Mr. ttrav, but he

cannot as yet be found, and uotiiing seems to be
known concerning him.

PROBABLY FATAL KICKING.
tin Thursday last Henry McOinness became en«

gaged In an lUt.ercaUon with Mrs. Ann Mullner, ol
103 First avenue, during which he kicked her
several times in the abdomen, inflicting severe and
probaMv dangerous internal iniarles. WBBlnnesa
was arrested yesterday by an oUlcer of the Severn
teenth precinct and taken to Esse* Market fvhof
Court, where lie was cornuui ted. fur trlaK


